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winery dogs

the savvy pal 
and soulmate Just outside Stellenbosch the aptly 

named wine estate, Kaapzicht, boasts 
their  finest asset – Sauvy, the savvy 
Jack Russell. Sauvy spends most of  

         her days with her owner, Danie Steytler 
Jnr, her rear feet on his lap and front feet on 
the window as they cruise around the farm, 
past vineyards, enjoying probably the best 
view in the winelands with False Bay to the 
left, Table Mountain to the right and far off 
in the distance the faint outline of Robben 
Island.

It’s early morning as I arrive at the estate, 
well known for their Pinotage and Cape 
Blend (a blend that must include Pinotage), 
and harvest is in full swing. The strong 
smell of fermenting grape juice is blended 
with tractors delivering freshly picked grapes 
and the occasional shout above the noise 
of pumps running. I find Sauvy, the heart 
of Kaapzicht, at her usual spot – on the 
welcome mat in front of the winery office 
building. She is clearly enjoying the warmth 
of early morning rays because not even my 
camera lens seems to disturb her morning 
nap. It’s only when she recognises Steytler’s 
footsteps approaching that she lifts her head, 
ears twitching.

“Most of the day she will hang around the 
office but when she hears the jingle of my car 
keys, she jumps at the opportunity to join me 
on my rounds,” tells Steytler as we head for a 
quiet spot away from the harvest noise for a 
chat, Sauvy trotting behind. 

Another favourite pastime for Sauvy is playing 
with the barrel bungs (rubber closures) in the 
cellar. It’s more than just a teething toy and 
as we walk through the cellar she throws 
it up in the air and tries to catch it again, 
accompanied by Happy, one of Sauvy’s pups. 
The rest of her offspring are on neighbouring 
farms, the furthest one a lucky boy who joined 
the Schalk Burger family on the Welbedacht 
farm near Wellington.

Sauvy, short for Sauvignon Blanc (a white 
grape variety) joined the Steytler family on 20 
May 2010 as a six week old puppy. “She was 
a birthday gift from my Carin, my wife,” he 
explains like a proud father. Before Sauvy, he 
had a Staffie by his side. The Steytler family 
doesn’t seem to have a particular favourite »

breed to adopt; as dog lovers they have a few 
different breeds on the farm. 

“The interaction between Sauvy and the 
rest of the dogs is really interesting,” shares 
Steytler. Two Dobermanns, two Jack Russells 
and one Rottweiler certainly provide for 
some interesting winery dynamics. “Sauvy is 
clearly the dominant one and regarded by all 
as matriarch on the estate.” Her fierceness 
(also known as feisty!) finds a place in her 
descriptive nickname of ‘Savage’. “But that’s 
only when she gets really angry,” he says, 
laughing.

Some believe that to know how you will 
fare as a parent, you should adopt a dog. 
“We have strict rules at home: no dogs 
on the couch or on the bed,” says Danie. 
However, when Carin is away Sauvy will be 
on the couch and will even wait for him on 
the bed at night. “She’s got herself wrapped 
around my finger,” he laughs. It’s clear in this 
household who fell into the ‘good cop’ role. In 
the cellar, however, there are strict rules and 
it is preferred that Sauvy stays in the office or 
around the farm in order to avoid getting into 
too much trouble.

There is a particularly special bond between 
dog and farmer, Danie feels, that you  
won’t necessarily experience in the city or 
suburbs where people need to go to work  
and leave their dogs at home during  
the day. “We get to spend the entire day 
together, from sunrise to sunset,” he » 
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Sauvy,

Favourite Snack: Biltong
Favourite Toy: Barrel bung
Pet hate: Being left alone
Naughtiest deed: Killing 
chickens
Favourite place: Welcome mat 
in front of the office
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explains. This bond is clearly present 
between Danie and Sauvy. She worships 
the ground he treads while he knows her 
personality traits and pet peeves to the 
minutest detail. “I will immediately know 
if she has tick fever, if she is hurting or if 
anything else is wrong for that matter,” he 
explains. The minute Sauvy is not herself, 
Danie knows and can react quickly and 
efficiently.

All isn’t always rosé-coloured on a farm, 
however, as Danie tells the horrifying story 
of Sauvy’s near-death experience only a 
few weeks ago. “If she can’t come with me 
somewhere, she will chase my car,” he tells. 
“And on this day one of our neighbours 
came from a side road and accidently ran 
over her.” Fortunately due to the place of 
impact and the sandy road her injuries were 
bad but not fatal. “After extensive surgery 
and intensive care, she is fortunately well 

and with us again. Sauvy is a tawwe tannie,” 
he laughingly adds.

It’s been almost three weeks since the 
accident and Sauvy shows no permanent 
damage. Soon she will celebrate her third 
birthday on a beautiful wine farm. Her life as a 
winery dog is filled with barrel bung catching 
and the occasional stern reprimand when 
she chases the chickens, especially after an 
unfortunate incident which didn’t end well 
for one of the chickens. However, the best 
part of the day seems to be on the welcome 
mat, waiting to meet new faces and find new 
friends. 

Kaapzicht wine estate is open for tastings 
week days from 09h00 – 17h00 and 
weekends and public holidays from 09h00 
– 12h00. For the chance to be welcomed 
by sauvy, visit the winery during the 
week, since she spends her weekends at 
her favourite place at home – the couch. ❖


